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Honorable Members of Parliament, The Distinguished Representatives of the Co-
operative Republic of Guyana,  
 

C/O The Clerk of Parliament, The Honorable Mr. Sherlock Issacs 
 
Subject:  

This Petition is to correct the conflict between United Nations and local 
Guyanese laws, specifically, the inclusion of Industrial Hemp as a narcotic in 
the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Control (NDPSC) Act of 
1988. 

 
Honorable Members of Parliament,  
We have established that all members of the APNU/AFC Coalition government, as well 
as the PPP Opposition have confirmed to the voters that we are working towards job 
creation, in particular job creation for the youth. The specific purpose of which is to 
eradicate poverty, and establish a majority middle class Guyana to bring fruition to the 
vision of the Good Green Life for all Guyanese. 
 
Guyana is an agriculture based economy and society, with a population of approximately 
750,000 people. Analysis shows that creating large-scale industries in Guyana would 
only be successful if the raw materials used for said industries are created by us, or is 
given to us by the earth itself. Therefore, we the people found it necessary to facilitate the 
process by investigating the world’s markets for large-scale agricultural industries that 
would be both innovative, and viable over time as a staple cash crop to add to the current 
crops that understate the Guyanese economy.  
 
We found that more advanced regions of the world such as the EU, USA, Canada, Far 
East Asia, etc. have revived, or are now reviving their Industrial Hemp Industries. These 
regions and countries are part of pioneering the revitalization of Industrial Hemp because 
of its incredible scope to deliver environmentally friendly cultivation, processing, 
application, and end products for the world. Industrial Hemp is classified as the world’s 
most valuable industrial crop, as well as the most nutritious. This crop will solve the 
world’s problem of environmentally devastating synthetic materials, and large-scale dirty 
industries such as fossil fuel oil production, which are counterproductive to Guyana’s 
Green development for which we enjoy so much credit for from the world. Industrial 
Hemp will also alleviate the struggles we have faced in the failed attempts to gain 
momentum behind alternative cash crops such as Cassava, Plantain, etc., as they are not 
suitable to be viably developed into an economy-understating commodity.  
 
*Please see annex 1. 
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 The United Nations Law on Industrial Hemp 
In 1971, We the people of Guyana, through our representatives in the United Nations, 
signed onto and agreed to The United Nations Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 
1961, and were charged with taking this agreement home and enforcing it’s laws within 
our nation for the greater good of all.  
 
In The United Nations Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961, a very specific 
distinction was made in the Control of Cannabis. This stipulation ensured the exclusion 
of Industrial Hemp (Cannabis Sativa L) from all Cannabis legislation within Member 
States, as its demonization since the late 1930s was a grave injustice done to mankind. By 
anonymous vote, the Member States agreed that it must be excluded from any narcotics 
scheduling as it has no narcotic value, but is instead a necessary commodity.  
According to section 2, Article 28: Control of Cannabis, in the United Nations Single 
Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961:  
 

“This Convention shall not apply to the cultivation of the cannabis plant 
exclusively for industrial purposes (fibre and seed) or horticultural 
purposes.”  

*Please see Annex 2 
 
Our Laws 
Research shows that there was misunderstanding in our legislation development, which 
did not specifically exempt Industrial Hemp (Cannabis Sativa L) from our Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Control (NDPSC) Act. The act, as it is written 
recognizes the adoption of the United Nations Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 
1961 into our laws on page 12 of our NDPSC Act. However, it states a contradictory 
definition for laws related to the Cannabis plant on page 8 where it states: 
 

“ “Cannabis” means any plant of the genus Cannabis, by whatever name 
called, and includes any part of the that plant; and “cannabis resin” means 
separated resin, whether crude or purified, obtained from cannabis;” 

 
We assume that there was a mistake made in the drafting of our legislation as 
Guyana had already agreed to implement the correct Narcotic Drugs regulations 
based on the global consensus in the United Nations, which we agreed and signed 
onto.  
 
It is interesting also to note that there were government sanctioned pilot projects of 
Industrial Hemp production started in Timehri, Kimbia, and at The Ministry of 
Agriculture Research Station at Mon Repos. This further verifies the fact that there was 
simply a mistake made during the drafting of our NDPSC Act in 1988, in which the 
specific stipulations made for the Cannabis plant in the United Nations Convention, that 
we agreed to, were overlooked and not written in.   
*Please see Annex 3  
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Concerns for Controlling Industrial Hemp Production 
 
Industrial Hemp is NOT Marijuana.  
 
Tetrahydrocannabinol or “THC” is the active compound in the Cannabis family that 
atones for the feeling of euphoria. Medical Marijuana (considered a narcotic drug in 
Guyana) has THC levels varying from 8-33%. Industrial Hemp’s THC level is 0.3% or 
less, which is considered negligible to the human body. This is the key factor that 
declassifies Industrial Hemp from being a narcotic.  
Furthermore, due to Industrial Hemp’s high Cannabidiol or “CBD” content, the active 
compound in Cannabis that has been globally researched and linked to fighting Cancer, 
Autism, Alzheimer’s, Epilepsy, etc., is essentially a THC antagonist. The high CBD 
content of Industrial Hemp makes the already negligible level of THC completely 
ineffective as a source of euphoria. In more frank terms, one can smoke or ingest an 
entire garbage bag full of Industrial Hemp, and they would not get any feeling of 
euphoria, the only result would be a headache from excessive smoke-inhalation.  
 
The difference in appearance and growing methods between Industrial Hemp and 
Marijuana is akin to the difference between growing corn and roses. 
Industrial hemp is grown closely together (rows are as close as 4 inches apart), it is 
grown viably in small and large plots, it grows thin and tall, as tall as 20 feet high in 
many cases, and very few branches or leaves below the tops with a grow cycle of 
approximately 108-120 days. 
Contrasting this with Medical Marijuana which is grown 4-6 feet apart, it is a shorter 
fatter bush with many branches, smaller plots with fewer plants, and is grown for 60-90 
days.  
When ready to harvest, the corn vs. roses analogy is even more striking. 
 
From the USA Congressional Research Service Report: Hemp as an Agricultural 
Commodity, Page 1, Comparison of Hemp and Marijuana.  

 
“… Hemp is genetically different and is distinguished by its use and chemical 
makeup, as well as by differing cultivation practices in its production. 
Hemp, also called “industrial hemp,” refers to cannabis varieties that are primarily 
grown as an agricultural crop (such as seeds and fiber, and by-products such as 
oil, seed cake, hurds) and is characterized by plants that are low in THC (delta-9 
tetrahydrocannabinol, marijuana’s primary psychoactive chemical).” 
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Economic Impact 
As per The Colorado “Green Buffalo” Association (CGBA) Graph below: 
 
Revenue Comparison: Industrial Hemp vs. Paddy  

• High yielding rice cultivation gives 60 bags of paddy per acre (in Guyana 45 bags 
per acre). Yielding 60 bags x $3500 GYD = $210,000 GYD. 

• When calculating only revenue of the raw stalks per acre (excluding revenue of 
seeds per acre), a single acre of Industrial Hemp stalks alone will produce 
approximately double the income per acre of paddy, while requiring significantly 
less costs in crop management and harvesting, and significantly less projected risk 
for crop loss.  

Revenue Comparison: Industrial Hemp vs. Processed Rice 
• Revenue per acre of processed rice is approx. $265,500 GYD, which is split 

between the farmer and the processors. From these revenues, the farmer will 
receive approx. $210,000 GYD, and the processors will receive approx. $55,500 
per acre of rice. 

• When calculating revenue of Industrial Hemp per acre, including both monetized 
parts of the plant (Stalk and Seed) and basic post processing that can be done at 
any level, from a backyard to full industrial scale, the revenue of hemp can result 
in a $6,700,000 GYD. 

1 acre of Industrial Hemp = $33,500 USD = $6,700,000 GYD 
 
Basic algebra shows the direct “price per bag” comparison of Hemp income compared to 
Rice would be $6,700,000 GYD / 60 bags = approx. $110,000 GYD “per bag” of rice. 
Need we say more?! 

 

 
*Based on approx. USA Wholesale Hemp Prices* 
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*Reference: USA Congressional Research Service Report: Hemp as an Agricultural Commodity* 

 
Available and Emerging Markets 
Industrial Hemp is the world’s oldest crop. The current regrowth of the global industry 
strongly verifies the crops dominance in human history before its demonization due to 
big business in the 1930s. 
Industrial Hemp is the only option to viably replace the dirty-industries in the world, and 
has already made strides in doing so.  
 
Industrial Hemp is extremely more efficient for paper production than pulp from timber. 
Comparatively, 1 single acre of Industrial Hemp will produce as much paper as 4 acres of 
trees. Furthermore, the trees will take 10-20 years go grow back, where as Industrial 
Hemp is harvested every 3-4 months. Industrial Hemp also produces a far better quality 
paper, for this reason it was chosen over papyrus and timber pulp to print the original 
Bible and The United States Declaration of Independence and Constitution because of its 
ability to stand the test of time.  
 
Cotton is the worlds largest crop consumer of water, herbicides, and pesticides. It is also 
a major cause of deforestation. Industrial Hemp requires 80% less water than cotton, and 
minimal, if any herbicides or pesticides at all. Hemp Fiber is also the strongest natural 
fiber known to man, which produces stronger and better quality textiles, at a more 
efficient rate.  
 
All EU auto-manufacturers use Industrial Hemp in the form of bio-degradable plastic 
components such as dash board, door panels, interior fabric, etc. This trend has taken 
hold with all other vehicle manufacturers as well to produce better quality, eco-friendly, 
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and less expensive vehicles. As the current trends of banning plastics and Styrofoam 
products due to their environmental impact continue, such as France’s recent ban on all 
non bio-degradable plastics for cutlery, the world is in dire need of a viable bio-
degradable replacement for synthetic plastics. Industrial Hemp has been found to be the 
only eco-friendly alternative to achieve this goal. 
 
The current available markets for Hemp food products ranges from Hemp Flour to Hemp 
protein powders to Hemp Seed Oil as a nutritional supplement. The Hemp food industries 
are some of the fastest growing sectors of the Hemp markets. Industrial Hemp provides a 
significantly healthier, less expensive, and more eco-friendly organic alternative to many 
of the staple food products currently available. Industrial Hemp is a complete source of 
protein, containing all 9 essential amino acids, and the perfect 3:1 ratio of the essential 
fatty acids Omega-6 and Omega-3. Any food products that are made from grain flour or 
dairy products can be more efficiently made from Industrial Hemp, i.e. bread, milk, beer, 
animal feed, cooking oil, etc. All of these food products are also then CBD infused, by 
definition, which means that basic food products now carry all the medicinal benefits of 
the CBD compound which has been shown to fight Cancer, Alzheimer’s, Asthma, 
Epilepsy, etc. 
 
Industrial Hemp is considered to be the world’s most viable crop to be used for Bio-Fuel 
production. Hemp Seed Oil, after a minimal refinement process, will fuel any diesel 
engine with no modifications to the engine. Additionally, Hemp Bio-Fuel also produces 
80% less carbon emissions than conventional dirty fossil fuel.  
 
These are just some of the more than 25,000 different applications and products that 
Industrial Hemp is used for worldwide, with additional applications and markets opening 
on a monthly basis as the world revitalizes its Hemp Industries. With the current trend of 
“Green” development that is sweeping the world, Industrial Hemp is one of the primary 
commodities looked at to achieve a global system of sustainability. 
 
Environmental Impact 
 
Industrial Hemp is a natural soil aerator. Due its tap-root Industrial Hemp draws up 
nutrients from the soil deep beneath the surface. Many farmers worldwide actually use 
Industrial Hemp for the purpose of cycle cropping so that their other cash crops are of a 
higher quality. 
Industrial Hemp is also widely used to combat natural and unnatural disasters worldwide. 
The grounds surrounding Chernobyl, where the devastating nuclear explosion occurred, 
has been covered by Industrial Hemp to restore the soil. Industrial Hemp is also widely 
used to stop erosion as its tap-root helps to create a structure for the earth to form into.  
For regions in which deforestation has destroyed the ability for vegetation to thrive, 
Industrial Hemp is the solution!  
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Conclusion and Urgent Request 
The Guyana Hemp Association’s local community and national consultation programs, in 
all regions of Guyana, yielded massive support for this crop and industry as it will 
eradicate poverty and create jobs at every income level. This will build Guyana’s middle 
class and start her people down a viable path to the good life within months of the 
industry’s regularization. The issue of left behind communities will be solved as 
Industrial Hemp production can be developed at any scale to be viable, while "big 
business" will also be able to thrive at their level. A strong middle class in Guyana 
translates directly into a larger disposable income for the population, meaning private 
sector and public sector revenue will directly and exponentially increase for further 
wealth development, and expedited infrastructure development and maintenance. This 
playing field of equal economic opportunity will result in a never before seen level of 
national cohesion. With the support of all people of Guyana, ranging from the farmers in 
our Amer-Indian communities all the way through to our educators in UG, Big Business, 
and our most honorable representatives in government, everyone agrees… Industrial 
Hemp is the answer.  
*Please see pictures from GHA programs in Annex 4 
*Please see some of the signatures of endorsement in Annex 5 
 
Based on the massive social and economic benefits that this crop will bring to Guyana 
and her people, as well as our distinct capability to efficiently produce this crop 
compared to other regions in the world due to our perfect climate and natural prowess in 
agriculture and agro-economy development. 
We the people of Guyana, respectfully urge that this mistake be swiftly corrected by our 
Parliament implementing the Cannabis laws as they were written, and Guyana signed and 
agreed to, in the United Nations Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961, as it 
should have been but was not correctly written into our Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Control (NDPSC) Act of 1988, nor the amendments to the NDPSC Act in 
2012. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
Dr. Turhane M.Doerga Ph.D.                             Mr. David Kirton 
Chairman                                                              Co-Chairman 
The Guyana Hemp Association 
 
Annexes: 
• Annex 1 – Viability of Hemp. 
• Annex 2 – United Nations Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 and excerpt 

of Section 2, Article 28: Control of Cannabis of the United Nations Single 
Convention on 1961. 

• Annex 3 - Guyana's recognition of the UN Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 
1961. 

• Annex 4 - Pictures of the Guyana Hemp Associations consultations. 
• Annex 5 - Signatures lists and endorsements. 

Page 7



	

	 	 Phone:	+592-269-0026	|	Email:	Info@GuyanaHemp.com		
www.GuyanaHemp.com	|	www.facebook.com/GuyanaHemp		

 

Annex	1:	
	

Viability	of	Hemp	
	 	

Page 8



Annex	1	-	Industrial	Hemp	for	Guyana	

	
	

P
age 9



Annex	1	-	Industrial	Hemp	for	Guyana	
	

		

Page 10



Annex	1	-	Industrial	Hemp	for	Guyana	

	

P
age 11



Annex	1	-	Industrial	Hemp	for	Guyana	

	

P
age 12



Annex	1	-	Industrial	Hemp	for	Guyana	

P
age 13



Annex	1	-	Industrial	Hemp	for	Guyana	

P
age 14



Annex	1	-	Industrial	Hemp	for	Guyana	

	

P
age 15



Annex	1	-	Industrial	Hemp	for	Guyana	

	

P
age 16



Annex	1	-	Industrial	Hemp	for	Guyana	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

P
age 17



Annex	1	-	Industrial	Hemp	for	Guyana	
	

	
	
	
	
	

P
age 18



	

	 	 Phone:	+592-269-0026	|	Email:	Info@GuyanaHemp.com		
www.GuyanaHemp.com	|	www.facebook.com/GuyanaHemp		

Annex	2:		
	

United	Nations	
Single	Convention	
on	Narcotic	Drugs	of	

1961 
  

Page 19



Page 20



Page 21



	

	 	 Phone:	+592-269-0026	|	Email:	Info@GuyanaHemp.com		
www.GuyanaHemp.com	|	www.facebook.com/GuyanaHemp		

Annex	3:	
	

Guyana	Narcotic	
Drugs	and	
Psychotropic	
Substances	Act   

Page 22



Page 23



Page 24



Page 25



	

	 	 Phone:	+592-269-0026	|	Email:	Info@GuyanaHemp.com		
www.GuyanaHemp.com	|	www.facebook.com/GuyanaHemp		

Annex	4:	
	

Pictures	of	the	
Guyana	Hemp	
Associations	
National	

Consultations  

Page 26



	

	

P
age 27



	

	 	

P
age 28



	

P
age 29



	

	 	 Phone:	+592-269-0026	|	Email:	Info@GuyanaHemp.com		
www.GuyanaHemp.com	|	www.facebook.com/GuyanaHemp		

Annex	5:	
	

Endorsement	
Signatures	

Page 30



P
age 31



P
age 32



P
age 33



P
age 34



P
age 35



P
age 36



P
age 37



P
age 38



P
age 39



P
age 40



P
age 41



P
age 42



P
age 43



P
age 44



P
age 45



P
age 46



P
age 47


